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The Criminal Justice System Needs to Change 

We’ve all read news stories about unfair judicial actions, or seen posts on our instagram. 

Elected Judicial Officials campaign on “going hard on crime”. Or maybe money gets in the way 

of their better judgement. Or maybe they are just downright racist. It is impossible to have zero 

bias in any situation, however when the line has been crossed, the line has been crossed. Court 

Justices are faced with a roster of cases in which they must make judgement calls on severity of 

the crime and extenuating circumstances. It is vital to our American Justice System that these 

judgements are not based on racial bias, money considerations, and politically motivated 

campaign promises, all of which lead to inaccurate sentences. 

Those who are fortunate enough to be wealthy, powerful or both, are well off in the 

criminal justice system. For example, a Rabbi in Poway was under investigation for tax fraud 

when a shooting happened at his synagogue. Afterward, he was considered a hero for his role in 

leading his community following the shooting, even after he was found guilty for tax evasion, in 

the millions, dating back to the 1980’s. Judge Karen Crawford fined him and sent him to house 

arrest instead of jail, “based largely on his continuing cooperation, his contributions to the Jewish 

community and his ‘exemplary’ role in advocating for peace after the deadly shooting.” 

Although this was not a violent crime, he deserves to go to jail just like a person without his 

impressive credentials and social standing. And, one of the main principles a court justice is 

supposed to adhere to is that unrelated factors like wealth and power are to be irrelevant in a 



trial. However the public statement made on his case says that “based largely” on those things 

was he able to escape having to serve time.  

On the contrary, those who aren’t as wealthy or powerful are often subject to harsh 

sentences. Jeremy Bowles (30), a homeless black man, tries to find a safe to sleep in a rough part 

of El Cajon. He finds a private business park, and attempts to set up for the night. Instead, the 

police are called on him for trespassing, and he is arrested and sentenced to 10 months in a 

county jail, where illness, violence, and other dangers run rampant. He was unable to afford a 

bail bondsman, and cannot see his girlfriend, with whom he has serious plans to get a job and 

make a family. Jeremy’s intentions were not bad and he didn’t have a choice, but he did commit 

a crime. While that is true, a 10 month sentence is excessive. What purpose will 10 months do, 

that 1 or 2 months won’t equally accomplish? 

One example of wealthy and powerful people receiving less than the minimum 

punishment is the College Admissions Scandal of 2019. It consisted of a group of about 50 

parents (most of whom were famous) who bribed elite colleges like USC, USD, UCLA, and even 

Stanford, Yale, and Harvard into admitting their kids. In spite of the high dollar value of the 

crimes, often over $100,000, and considering the impact of their crime on other students who 

could not be admitted because of an entitled student taking their place, in many cases these 

parents received very light sentences. This example is particularly interesting because even 

though these were intentionally malicious crimes some were sentenced to only 2 months. 

Compared to Mr. Bowles 10 months, the numbers truly don’t make sense. 

Some people don’t feel like revision is a good option. Usually, their argument is that we 

don’t need reform because we have already made efforts in the Federal Criminal Justice System. 

While this is an important step that needed to have been taken, it is not enough. Only 12% of 



prisoners are federal ones. We need to revise the judicial system, because that will impact all 

prisons, and all people in trouble with the law. 

It has been proven that “African Americans are 5.1 times more likely than Whites to be 

incarcerated… [in Oakland] 60% of police stops were of Africans Americans, though they make 

up only 28% of the population” (Hetey and Eberhardt, Inequality). This evidence is very direct to 

my claim saying that racial bias is very present in our criminal justice system. Clearly, African 

Americans/ Black individuals have the government stacked against them.  

There is clearly inequality and unfairness in the criminal justice system. Not only does 

the idea of bail discriminate against the poorer class, but the judges do as well. Changes need to 

happen, and people should receive the fair justice they deserve. Money and power should be 

irrelevant when sentencing people for crimes they have been found guilty of. 
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