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The range of the time it takes for history textbooks to be replaced is large and slightly 

unpredictable; that amount of time being between 4-5 years to 20-30 years. Even when the books 

are updated they are usually only updated with large-scale events; examples being 9/11 or the JFK 

assanation. There are many more important events that have affected US history that are being 

discarded in history books that students should have access to in school. Minorities are a part of the 

US population, so why shouldn’t their stories and history be included in our education? Most major 

events including minorities such as legalizing gay marraige and BLM protests and events are being 

kept from history books because they aren’t large or “important” enough. To some it seems 

minorities are represented in our history books, but I say that there's much more of a minority 

influence than our history books tell. 

 

There are multiple core parts of US history that involve black and Native American people 

that have been shifted and altered and give false information that is important. So much of black 

peoples history in the US is defined by their contact with Europeans and American whites, which in 

a way makes history seem to revolve around white people. “Most texts do mention African American 

participation in the war, but they focus primarily on those who sided with the Americans. In fact, those 

who sided with the British were far more numerous, but you’d never guess it from reading the texts.” 

Disregarding and re-wording important parts of our history that include people of color to make it 

seem less intense or less wrong is in fact wrong. Manipulating history that is meant to be learnt 

from and taught to young people creates large lies about the way the US came to be, and creates the 

even larger problem of continuing to pass on misinformation throughout our education system. 

Throughout the past few hundred years, that representation has changed in miniscule small ways, 

but we still have so far to go. 



 

Some might argue that representation of minorities is enough as is, seeing as 4 states in the 

US require public schools to teach LGBT history. This is a law that requires textbooks purchased 

with state grant funds to include people under the Illinois Human Rights act. (which includes those 

in the LGBTQ+ community). California was the first state to pass the law, followed by Colorado, New 

Jersey and Illinois. For those that say that we already have enough representation, I’d refute with 

the fact that only 4 out of 50 states in the US require LGBT history to be taught in some form, but 

what about the other 46 states? Even the current 4 states that are required to enforce this law, are 

cutting corners and doing the least they possibly can to abide by it. Quite a few states (Alabama, 

Louisiana, Mississippi, Oklahoma, and Texas) still don’t even allow the “promotion of 

homosexuality”, so how close do you think are they to having LGBTQ+ minorities represented? Lots 

of states in the US still disagree with idea homosexuality, and are no where near accepting let alone 

discussing it in schools.  

 

There is much evidence on the underrepresentation of minorities in our history textbooks 

or just textbooks in general. I believe that there are many ways we could start implementing that 

history into schools; whether or not it’s in textbooks or assigned articles that students have access 

to. Much change needs to be made. To some it seems minorities are represented in our history 

books, but I say that there's much more of a minority influence than our history books are showing 

us and we need to start generating ideas on ways to represent them. 
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