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Detention Center’s Children Problem 

 
    Immigrants being held in detention centers have increased from 5,000 in 1994 to over 50,000 

in 2019. Immigration has been a big part of society for many years in the U.S. From people all 

around the world immigrating from their countries to the U.S. for a variety of reasons including 

one of the main, for better economic opportunities. Ever since Donald Trump was sworn into 

office in 2016, the problem of immigration became the main focus for him thus making his 

administration have detention centers all over the country including states such as California & 

Texas for better control over immigration in the United States. Though, something that catches 

one eye is children being separated from their families or with their families are sent to these 

detention centers. But how exactly effective are these detention centers for children? Children 

should not be going through the experience of neglect, abuse, and health damage in these 

detention centers nor should they be the ones to be held there for actions they didn’t know were 

wrong. 

     For kids, it’s very important to treat them with care and protection so that they can grow up 

strong and not in such need of adult support for them, in these detention centers, the officers are 

considered the adults in this situation because even for the kids that are with their parents, their 

parents aren’t in much control because there are people with a higher rank and power over them 

which are the officers and sometimes they take advantage of their ranking to a level where they 

manipulate adults and the children in horrible ways. In 2019 and this year there have been a ton 

of rape allegations against the officers that lawyers have claimed from the detainees, in one case 



in El Paso, Texas the claims from a young girl that said the officers would “give forcible kisses 

and touch the intimate parts of at least one woman.” The girl was going to be deported the 

following week of the trail and she said she would “rather return to Mexico even though she was 

in danger there.” 

      According to The Texas Tribune, 14,700 complaints have been filed from the years 

2010-2016. Part of the abuse is that the officers use manipulation tactics saying things such as 

“We’ll help you get out of here” or if the person misbehaves or disobeys, “We’ll deport you”. 

Since officers are abusing some girls like this one in detention centers, who knows if it could be 

happening to a child since children are more gullible and don’t know right from wrong when it 

comes to these things since so many other detainees are being kept silent or are afraid to speak 

up, but even so how safe is it for a child to be around that kind of environment?  

     With COVID being a major issue around America right now, it’s not the best idea for children 

to be detained with many other people in what seems like a tight space. Detention Centers aren’t 

known for being the most sanitary places nor the most medical-provided area, so how much are 

the priority of kids’ healths to officers since their bodies are still growing? One instance that 

caught the attention of people was when hundreds of children were being detained in hotels 

when the pandemic was flaring in the U.S. The act was a violation of the children’s protection, 

health, and overall a disregard for them as a human being. This is yet another example of abuse 

and neglect since they are ignoring all of the facts given for this virus that is, as shown, spreads 

quickly. The kids were being cut from the outside world and can only look out maybe through a 

window, but it could be like a cave for them but with no escape. 

      Considering the other side, an official claimed that they were protecting the safety of kids 

and custody while following safety protocols. If they had truly cared for the safety of the 



children, this wasn’t the best way to present that considering how hotels wouldn’t be the first 

place to come up in someone’s mind when trying to avoid a virus that spreads quickly. Mental 

health isn’t a big priority that officials might care about, but the conditions of how they were 

kept inside and completely cut off from the outside world could damage a child because once 

again, they don’t know much about these kinds of things, cutting them off from reality isn’t a big 

thing that they should get taught. 

     In the end, there are court rulings that rule to let go of these children and families and 

hopefully they find some luck in the world, but for a child at such a young age to be sent to a 

place where they are in a horrible, unsafe environment, treated like garbage, and at risk to their 

health is an awful thing and vile thing. If officials at detention centers wanted to show that they 

truly care about these children, the very least they can do is play their part for their rank and 

protect these children and not treat them like dirt or toys. 
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