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Consumers Versus Companies. Who’s Responsible For Climate Change? 

The planet's average surface temperature has risen 2.05 degrees fahrenheit since the 19th 

century. It’s no lie that our Earth is experiencing more damage as time passes. But what is 

actually causing this damage? We play a part of climate change but big corporations need to be 

held accountable for the damage they have knowingly done to the Earth before they permanently 

hurt our planet.  

Corporations emit gas emissions that directly affect us and environments. In 2017, just 

100 companies are responsible for over 70% of global emissions since 1988. Most of these 

companies produce coal and oil. You may be thinking that we need oil and coal. But we can use 

and use energy sources such as solar and wind power. If only a handful of companies are 

contributing to 70% of emissions, imagine how easy it would be for other corporations to grow 

to that amount.  

Climate change can damage our water source, environments such as oceans, and risk 

human health from poor air quality. When companies contribute to climate change, they are 

affecting our health. Every choice they continue to make has a direct effect on us and the world 

we live in and the effects are not miniscule at all. This has been happening since 1988, and for 

even longer. Your health is slowly getting worse as these companies expand.  



Consumers and buyers should not be the only ones blamed for climate change. Food 

waste produced by humans accounts for 6% of global emissions in 2018. This is responsible for 

a small percentage. One everyday action does not commit huge damage like big corporations. In 

fact food waste is something that can be easily fixed like buying in bulk, composting, or growing 

your own crops. All of this can be changed with education and changing the way we think and 

do as a society. If it was the norm to have more bulk or zero waste stores at an affordable price, 

decreasing that 6% would be a big step to change. 

Consumers are not responsible for how they get the things they need. Social media tends 

to point the blame towards buyers and forgets on the actual blame, the big companies in charge. 

Energy and oil companies are what people need, energy and gas. It’s not easy for people to buy 

an electric car. Fast fashion is a big contributor to climate change as well. Now you can say “go 

thrift” but, thrift store prices are skyrocketing due to the “trend” of thrifting. Some people don’t 

have access to go thrifting. Buying online from Shein or AliExpress is their only option for 

clothes and we can’t blame someone for how they need essentials.  

Most companies are completely aware of the damage they are causing. Ed Garvey, a 

former Exxon scientist states that Exxon denied and ignored the effects of CO2 to the Earth. 

“...where they had gone from this very broad-based, very future-looking energy company to 

becoming an oil company." Exxon knows exactly what they are doing but will not find a better 

way to do so. Exxon does not care about your wellbeing, they want to expand and grow their 

business to dominate in their area of expertise. 

 But others think these companies are doing the best for us. Mandy Gunasekera states that 

the energy industry has changed lives for the better. Gunasekera is a part of the CO2 Coalition, 

which is a group against taking action to climate change. Contributing to poor air quality is not 



“changing lives for the better”. It’s damaging our lives. The only positive we receive from big 

corporations, is their products, which can be made in a less harmful way. Instead of fossil fuels, 

solar energy is a great way to get hot water, heating, and cooling. Yes, energy industries can help 

our everyday lives but the cost that we get for their choices can be irreversible soon.  

Big corporations, not their consumers, are the ones to blame for the excessive change to 

our climate.  This doesn’t mean that we aren’t responsible as well. We can make small changes 

such as composting, buying reusable water bottles, and using less energy. But when society is 

turning the blame on the consumers, they are completing forgetting about the source. Those big 

companies that don’t care about you.  
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