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Systemic Racism, The Police 

 

George Floyd, 46, pinned on his neck for eight minutes 46 seconds. Rayshard Brooks, 27, 

shot in the back twice. Atatiana Jefferson, 28, shot through the window of her home. These 

people represent the imminent racial injustice within the police. The police have historically been 

the cause of the mistreatment of black Americans and it can still be seen today. Instigated by 

meaningless conduct and resulting in an unreasonable response. The police have failed to uphold 

their ideals of justice and peace and instead has become an embodiment of racial profiling and 

discrimination. 

On May 25, George Floyd was stopped by police officers after a convenience store 

employee reported a counterfeit $20 bill. After being pinned on his neck under 3 officers for 9 

minutes, George Floyd layed there unconscious and deceased. This event was just one of many 

cases of racial injustice from the police. The police officers acted irrationally and without 

restraint, likely in response to the color of George Floyd’s skin. The way George Floyd was 

treated was irrational and unjust, sparking protests and revolts against the police.  

According to data from the Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences of the 

United States of America, they found that African Americans were likely to be killed by an 

officer in their lifetime compared to other races. As we can see from this chart, we can see that 

over 90 of every 100,000 African Americans are killed by police within their lifetime. Compare 
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this to the average of 52 people out of every 100,000 and we can see that it is almost double. 

This statistic shows the divide in treatment between black and other colored citizens. 

Mark Hoekstra, an economist at the 

Texas A&M University in College Station, 

studied the relationship between race and 

police officer’s use of force. According to his 

study, based on data conceived from more than 

2 million 911 calls in two different US cities, 

his research found that white officers are more 

likely to use force involving a gun in blacker 

neighborhoods. This chart shows the percentage of calls in which police used a gun as a function 

of the percentage of Black residents in a neighborhood. When we look at this chart, we can see 

an increase in the percentage of calls in which police used a gun when the percentage of Black 

residents increases. Among white officers, this is an obvious increase while black officers’ rates 

stayed the same. This shows the racial prejudice against Blacks in how often white officers use a 

firearm. 
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Many have argued about the accuracy of systemic police racism. Heather Mac Donald 

wrote an article on why system racism is a myth. In this, he states the increased rate of 

police-caused African American deaths is caused by the increase of African Americans involved 

in criminal situations. Donald states that “African-Americans made up 53% of known homicide 

offenders in the U.S. and commit about 60% robberies, though they are 13% of the population.” 

Though this statistic may be true, it ignores that many of the police-related deaths are of regular 

citizens and not criminals. The African Americans involved in homicide and robberies don’t 

represent the whole population and shouldn’t justify the killing of clean African Americans. 

Throughout history, the police have consistently displayed systemic racism that can still 

be seen today. I do not believe that all cops are bad, nor that the police system should be 

demolished. I believe that the police should improve on their relationship with the African 

American community. They should view African Americans as part of the people, the people 

they are supposed to protect. As part of the people, we shouldn’t put down all cops for one’s 

actions, but rather work on changing their perspective and creating new generations of cops 

without this systemic racism.  
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